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TIA 
 

PARTIES ABOUT CONCERNS STATUS 

CETA:  
Comprehensive 
Economic And 
Trade Agreement 
 
http://trade.ec.europa.
eu/doclib/docs/2014/se
ptember/tradoc_15280
6.pdf 

 

EU and 
Canada 

 CETA is a comprehensive trade deal that was signed on 
30 October 2016. The deal must be ratified both by the 
EU and its individual member states. 

 It is the most far-reaching agreement on services and 
investment that the EU has signed and provides market 
access to telecommunications, environmental services 
and maritime services. CETA also provides a framework 
to recognise qualifications for some regulated 
professions.  

 A new investor court system replaces the ISDS 
procedure to create a more transparent and independent 
process with a more narrow scope for claims.  

 Provisions on labour rights and 
sustainable development 
cannot be effectively enforced 
through sanctions 

 Precautionary measures would 
be open to challenge 

 Increased vulnerability to 
financial crises 

 

In operation 

NAFTA:  
North American Free 
Trade Treaty 
 
https://www.nafta-sec-
alena.org/Home/Legal-
Texts/North-American-
Free-Trade-Agreement 

 

Canada, 
United 
States 
and 
Mexico. 

 NAFTA is a comprehensive free trade agreement. It was 
the first time two major economies signed a trade deal 
with an emerging economy. 

 It came into effect in 1994 with the effect of removing all 
tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade and investment 
between the three signatories within 15 years. It may be 
superseded by TTIP or TPP. 

 Under NAFTA, governments must offer federal contracts 
to businesses in all three countries. Country of origin 
certificates enable products made in any of the 
participating countries to be traded without tariffs.  

 NAFTA has its own secretariat to provide administrative 
support in trade disputes. The secretariat has an office in 
each of the three participating countries.  

 US lost many manufacturing 
jobs to Mexico  

 Mexico’s workers suffered 
exploitation 

In operation 
but may be 
re-negotiated 
by the US. 

RCEP: 
Regional 
Comprehensive 
Economic 

16 
countries 
including 
Australia, 

 RCEP is a comprehensive free trade agreement 
covering goods, services, investments and including 
strong intellectual property rights and dispute settlement. 

 RCEP countries cover 46% of the global population and 

 Does not include protections 
for labour, human rights or the 
environment. 

 There are concerns that the 

In 
negotiation 

Appendix A: Examples of significant comprehensive trade and investment agreements 
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Partnership 
 
http://dfat.gov.au/trade
/agreements/rcep/Pag
es/regional-
comprehensive-
economic-
partnership.aspx  
 

NZ, 
China, 
India and 
Japan 

24% of global GDP, creating the largest free trade area 
in the world. 

 Talks began in November 2012 and the 17th round of 
negotiations are scheduled for February-March 2017 

 

strength of IP protections in 
RCEP puts access to 
medicines at particular risk. 

 Leaked texts of the agreement 
indicate a risk to food security 
and production by making it a 
criminal offense to reuse 
patented seeds. 

TISA:  
Trade in Services 
Agreement 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/tra
de/policy/in-
focus/tisa/index_en.ht
m 

23 WTO 
members 
including 
the EU. 

 TISA is an agreement that accounts for around 70% of 
the world’s trade in services.  

 Currently the negotiations are looking at transport, 
financial services, movement of highly qualified 
professionals, electronic commerce, 
telecommunications, delivery services and energy 
among others.  

 TISA specifically excludes: health and social services, 
water distribution, and education, as well as the investor-
state dispute settlement mechanism.  

 Talks began in 2013 and 21 rounds of negotiation have 
taken place to date.  

 Secrecy of negotiations 

 Potential to restrict domestic 
government legislation 

In 
negotiation 

TTIP:  
Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment 
Partnership 
 
http://trade.ec.europa.
eu/doclib/press/index.c
fm?id=1230 

EU and 
United 
States 

 TTIP is a comprehensive free trade agreement that aims 
to: 
o Harmonise differences in standards between the EU 

and the US with the potential for covering 
employment rights, food safety, and regulations on 
toxic chemicals among others.  

o Open access to the public procurement and services 
market within the EU. Health services, water, and 
education are all included in TTIP. 

 Talks began in 2013 and the fifteenth round of 
negotiations took place in October 2016. Reports from 
each round are made available by the European 

 Increasing the availability of 
tobacco, alcohol and 
unhealthy foods, 

 Economic gains from reducing 
tariffs could well be cancelled 
by resulting health costs  

 ISDS enables multinationals to 
make claim damages 

 No health impact assessment 
carried out. 

In 
negotiation 
but US may 
now re-
negotiate. 
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February 2017 

Commission.  

 TTIP goes beyond WTO agreements by enhancing 
intellectual property rights with violation claims being 
managed through investor-state dispute settlement. 

 For further analysis of the potential impacts of TTIP see 
reports from the Faculty of Public Healthi and London 
School of Economicsii The Centre for European Policy 
Studies has also published a series of studies into TTIP 
at: 
https://www.ceps.eu/search?keywords=TTIP&type=All&
page=1&f[0]=type%3Abook 

TPP: 
Trans Pacific 
Partnership 
 
https://ustr.gov/trade-
agreements/free-trade-
agreements/trans-
pacific-partnership/tpp-
full-text   

United 
States 
and 11 
countries 
in the 
Pacific 
region 

 TPP is a comprehensive trade deal to cover a third of all 
global trade and counter China’s economic influence.  

 It includes enforceable labour standards and 
environmental commitments and is expected to set the 
standard for global trade.  

 It provides protections on intellectual property above 
those of TRIPS, allowing claims to be made through the 
ISDS mechanism.  

 The final text was signed in February 2016 with 
signatories now having two years to ratify the treaty. 

 Greater protection for 
multinationals, especially 
pharmaceutical companies 

 Negative impact on jobs and 
income. 

 Health impact assessment 
identified potential for trade in 
tobacco, alcohol, food and 
medicines to have adverse 
health outcomes and negative 
health determinants,  

Uncertain 
following US 
withdrawal in 
2017. May 
continue 
without the 
US 
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